
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE  

AUSTRALIA INC. 

We began as the Federal Council in 1928 and changed to the Australian Council of 

Catholic Women and eventually became Catholic Women’s League Australia in 1975. 

We are a Member Organisation of the World Union of Catholic Women’s 

Organisation (WUCWO) and a Non Government Organisation (NGO) in consultative 

(Roster) status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

We work in conjunction with WUCWO and other NGO’s at the UN as well as with 

other organisations nationally, such as National Council of Women (NCWA), 

Commission for Australian Catholic Women (CACW), and Office of the Status of 

Women (OSW). 

We work with people, parishes and present submissions to the Federal Government 

on many issues. 

OUR OBJECTIVES: 

a) Enable women to participate more effectively in working for and building the 

Kingdom of God 

 

b) Promote the spiritual, cultural, intellectual and social development of women 

 

c) Uphold the dignity of women and to encourage their participation in social 

and public life 

 

d) Promote the role of lay women in the mission of the Church 

 

e) Promote and support vocations to:- 

 Priesthood 

 Religious life 

 Christian marriage and family 

 Single life 

 

f) Promote and support the duty of Catholic women to be educated in the 

teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church 

 



g) Promote the teaching of Christ and His Church concerning the dignity and 

freedom of the human person 

 

h) Foster ecumenism and inter-faith dialogue 

 

i) Provide a national forum for the voice of the Catholic Women’s League 

Organisations in Australia 

 

EACH MEMBER ORGANISATION IS AN AUTONOMOUR 

BODY WITH ITS OWN CONSTITUTION 

At the local level the Catholic Women’s League is out there:- 

o Supporting parishes 

o Addressing social and moral issues 

o Visiting the sick and the lonely 

o Helping the aged and disabled 

o Assisting the homeless and migrants 

o Promoting ecumenism 

o Supporting overseas aid and charitable organisations 

o Encouraging education in faith and spirituality 

o Providing opportunities for social and cultural experiences 

o Financially supporting specific projects 

o Attending and organising CWL Meetings and workshops 

o Meet for Mother’s Prayers 

o And much, much more 

INTERNATIONAL PROFILE 

United Nations (UN):  In 1997, CWLA was granted on-going UN accreditation as an [NGO 

in consultative (Roster)] status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 

(ECOSOC). 

CWLA is able to send delegates to attend UN meetings and conferences accredited to the 

UN in an observer status. 

CWLA conveys matters of social justice and issues relevant to women and the family at the 

CSW Meetings in New York. 

CWLA is called upon by the Federal Government to present the Catholic viewpoint on 

government legislation and matters affecting the well being of CWLA members and society 

as a whole. 


